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‘ People valued kites in the Middle Ages because
their scavenging kept the streets clean, but

in

the 16th century new laws branded them

nyermin” and encouraged people to kill them.

By the time birds of prey were given legal
protection in 1954, only a few kites remained,

in a small area of Wales.

In 1989, kites were reintroduced from Spain
and Sweden to the Chilterns and the Black Isle
' in Easter Ross. As numbers increased, birds

were carefully collected from the Chilterns
and released into Yorkshire, Dumfries and

| Galloway, Northamptonshire and the Derwent

Valley near Gateshead. Since then, kites have
been reintroduced to Northern Ireland and
East Scotland. These reintroductions were
so successful that red kites are no longer of

. conservation concern.
|

Red kites have long, forked
tails that they use like a
rudder to steer effortlessly

through the air.
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Scien tific name: minys milvus
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