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In the past, sparrowhawk numbers suffered
because their woodland homes were cut down

and some people killed them.

Pesticides, which were used in farming, also
entered the sparrowhawk’s food chain through
the prey they caught, causing their eggs to
have very thin and fragile shells that broke far
too early. Fortunately, these chemicals were
eventually banned and sparrowhawks are now
protected, so their population has recovered.

Sparrowhawks are one of the

most nimble birds of prey and

can twist and turn to dodge

trees as they chase their prey

through woodland, reaching

speeds of up to 50km per hour. \
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