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\ Some people used to kill short-eared owls, Nan
but even though this became illegal in 1954, Gen era‘
info

| numbers of these birds have still fallen.
This is because many of the marshes and
moorlands where they live have disappeared.
| Their population also varies according to the Sc'ent,'ﬁc name: 4sj, -
amount of prey that is available, especially voles. Size: y 5
In bad vole years, the short-eared owl is the ‘ Im (the a
least common of all the owl species breeding Is1.3m).

in the UK.
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Short-eared owls use their

excellent hearing and flying skills

to hunt voles. Although they look =

like ears, the tufts on top of their F i P d

head are actually just feathers a‘rc’nating fact

- their ears are hidden at the Most owe ,
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