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\ The relationship between peregrines and humans
goes back thousands of years. Because of
their speed and the fact they are easy to tame,
people used them for falconry to catch food.

Despite this, they also killed wild peregrines and

by the 1930s, there were only about 700 pairs
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that carried important messages.

9-year-old child is 1.3m) ge armspan of g

WEI'gl‘lt: Females wei

gh up to 1.1kg; but males

The number of peregrines hit an all-time low of ‘ it
only 360 pairs in the 1960s because of pesticides Y weigh about 670g
used in farming, which got into their bodies when

they ate poisoned prey. This caused peregrines
to lay eggs with very thin and fragile shells that nest on tall buily;
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Peregrines are the fastest
birds on the planet and can
dive (stoop) at speeds of over
100 miles per hour (mph).
The fastest stoop ever
recorded (of a captive bird) '\ Peregrine
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