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Hen harriers used to live all over the UK but
people killed them and so by 1900, the only ones
left were on islands off the coast of Scotland.

A new law in 1954 made killing hen harriers
illegal, but sadly people still break the law.

This includes some gamekeepers who kill hen
harriers to stop them eating red grouse, which

some people like to shoot for sport. As a result,

hen harriers are much rarer than they should

‘ be — especially in England.

Male and female hen harriers

look very different. The female
hen harrier is brown, which gives
her camouflage when she is
nesting. The grey male is much
brighter and some people used
to think the male and female

were two different species. l
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rabbits and hares.
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