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The barn owl’s scientific name literally means
“white owl” and comes from the Greek word
“tyto” meaning “owl’ and the Latin “alba”

meaning “white”.

As nocturnal birds, barn owls are difficult to
study, but scientists think they declined in the
20th century because of changes to farming
that destroyed their habitat and made it difficult
for them to hunt. Many birds also died after
eating rats and mice that had been poisoned

- something that sadly still happens today.

Thanks to the efforts of many people, for ‘
example putting up nest boxes to replace

nesting habitat that has been lost, barn owls

have gradually recovered.

Barn owls have exceptionally

good hearing and can find

their prey by sound alone

- even in complete darkness!

Their specially shaped wing
feathers are very soft, helping .
them to fly silently and catch \
their prey by surprise. \
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