
Today w
e are learning: 

W
hat seaside holidays w

ere like 100 years ago. 
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W
hat w

ere seaside holidays 
like in the past?
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Seaside holidays becam
e very popular during Victorian tim

es because 
new

 steam
 trains m

ade getting to the seaside easy and cheap. Today 
w

e w
ill be finding out w

hat seaside holidays w
ere like w

hen they w
ere 

m
ost popular around 100 years ago. 

H
ave a look at the photographs on the 
next slides. Can you be a history 

detective and spot clues that tell you 
w

hat seaside holidays w
ere like in the 

past? 
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In Victorian tim
es, it w

as considered 
rude to show

 too m
uch of your body. 

For this reason, people didn’t w
ear 

sw
im

m
ing costum

es like w
e have today 

but ones that covered m
uch m

ore of 
their bodies. Bathing m

achines w
ere 

little huts that could be rolled into the 
w

ater. W
om

en (and som
etim

es m
en) 

w
ould get changed in the bathing 

m
achine and then step into the w

ater 
w

ithout anyone having to see them
 in 

their sw
im

m
ing costum

e. 
A

 w
om

an stepping out of a bathing 
m

achine in her sw
im

m
ing costum

e. 
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A
lthough lots of people did change into bathing costum

es, lots of 
people stayed fully dressed w

hile they w
ere on the beach. Can 

you spot the bathing m
achines in this picture? 
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There w
ere lots of fun things to do at the beach. Punch and Judy 

show
s w

ere extrem
ely popular. This picture show

s a crow
d of 

people w
atching the Punch and Judy puppets on the beach. 

H
ave you ever seen a Punch 

and Judy show
? W

hat w
as it 

like? 
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There w
ere also brass bands, carousels to ride, boat trips and 

lots of other entertainers, like jugglers and m
agicians. 

This picture show
s a group of people listening to the brass band on the stage. 
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D
onkey rides w

ere very popular too. 
Children also loved building sandcastles, 
digging big holes and playing in the sea. 
There w

ere also rock pools to explore and 
anim

als and plants to spot that children 
w

ho lived in the cities never saw
 at hom

e.   

A
 very fashionable thing to do w

as take a 
w

alk along the prom
enade. People stopped 

on the w
ay to see the entertainm

ent and 
to eat food that they could carry w

ith 
them

, such as fish and chips, ice-cream
, 

cockles and jellied eels. 
Jellied eels...a tasty seaside snack!
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H
ow

 m
any of the things that people did 

on a seaside holiday 100 years ago do w
e 

still do at the beach today? 
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