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How is reading taught at Mylor Bridge School? 

 

Early Years – Year 1 Daily Phonics lessons of 45 minutes  

Year 2 Post-Phonics 4x Whole Class Reading (alternating week-on-week with a class 

novel and a curriculum text) 

Year 3 – Year 6  4x Whole Class Reading (2x class novel lessons and 2x non-fiction 

curriculum texts), 1x week readers theatre 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

 

To be ready to start reading, children need to have a variety of skills in place. These early 

reading skills include matching, rhyming, awareness of phonics and the skills associated with 

language development such as listening, attention, alliteration and sound discrimination. At 

Mylor Bridge school, we offer children every opportunity to develop these skills and beyond 

(Early Learning Goal for Literacy at the end of EYFS year) by providing: 

 

• Daily Phonics lessons (45 minutes following the Twinkl phonics scheme) 

• A book voting station in class which is updated throughout the week 

• A book corner that can be accessed all day 

• High-quality story time more than once a day  

• Books linked to topics available to the children and read to the children 

• Books linked to children's interests available in the classroom and changed 

accordingly  

• High-quality, diverse core texts that have been carefully chosen 

• Home reading books directly linked to phonics level (parents record any reading with 

their child in a reading record) 

• Chances for staff to listen to children read daily 

• Reading available throughout continuous provision  

• Books are shared numerous times to help children develop the language and 

comprehension skills need to become confident writers and achieve the Early Learning 

Goal for literacy 

• A wide variety of different texts that are available for the children to share 

• Opportunities for Year 6 buddies to share books with Reception children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Reading in Key Stage 1 

 

As pupils enter Key Stage 1, they continue their journey through the phonics scheme (Twinkl 

phonics). In Year 1, pupils at age related expectations will begin with Level 4, which revisits 

previously learnt GPCs whilst introducing consonant blends. Following this, pupils move onto 

Level 5, which introduces alternative graphemes for previously learnt GPS, for example, 

learning the ‘ai’ sound can also be spelt as ‘ay’ or ‘a-e’. Level 5, and thus the phonics scheme, is 

expected to be completed by the end of Year 1, at which point children will have learnt all of 

the 44 phonemes and their alternative spellings. Any children who are still not secure with 

this, would continue developing their phonic knowledge during the autumn term of Year 2. 

Reading books are matched closely to pupils’ phonic knowledge ensure they are able to access 

the texts to develop confidence and fluency. 

 

In Year 2, when pupils have become secure with their phonic knowledge and their fluency 

demonstrates this, they begin to develop their fluency and comprehension when reading 

longer or more complex texts. Comprehension lessons are taught 4 times a week. During 

these lessons, pupils are introduced to short chapter books for the first time as well as non-

fiction texts relating to current learning in the wider curriculum. As well as having 

opportunities to listen to, and read high-quality, diverse texts, a variety of open and guided 

conversations support pupils to understand and appreciate these. As pupils’ fluency and 

comprehension skills develop, they are able to progress from our Phonics reading scheme onto 

Accelerated Reader, enabling children to select their own books (within a set range) and 

complete a quiz on completion. This sequential approach ensures there is a clear progression 

and connection between Early reading and reading in Key Stage 2. 

 

More recently, we have had a major investment into books with an Accelerated Reader level 

of between 2.0 and 2.9 to help children in Year 2 become acclimatised to using AR once they 

have a reading age of 7 years old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 2 Weekly Structure for Reading 

 

  Lesson Design  

Monday – SPAG focus  • Recap previous focus words  

• New spelling focus words  

• Dictation  

• Introduce and discuss new SPaG focus  

• Guided use of focus  

• Independent practise of focus  

Tuesday – Class novel  • Class novel (15 mins)  

• Learn a section of the class novel (1-2 pages)   

• Use of echo reading, repeated reading and choral reading to 

develop prosody   

• Children to have photocopied versions of the section of the 

text available   

Wednesday – Class 

novel  

• Class novel (15 mins)  

• Same text as the previous day  

• Recap the reading together (use of different types of 

reading plus individual drop-ins)  

• Split the text into shorter sections and have written 

questions (akin to Year 2 Reading SAT paper 1)   

Thursday – Curriculum   • Class novel (15 mins)  

• Curriculum reading (Chat GPT generated, Twinkl, picture 

books)  

• Shared/modelled reading – teacher reading the text to the 

children   

• Children to read different sections (types of reading)   

Friday - 

Curriculum  

• Class novel (15 mins)  

• Recap of the reading from the previous day (who can tell me 

something they remember from yesterday?)  

• Reread the text (different types of reading)  

• Longer text extract for children to answer the questions 

(akin to Year 2 Reading SAT paper 2)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Reading in Key Stage 2 

  

In Key Stage 2, we have a 30 minute Whole Class Reading lesson four times per week where 

all children have the opportunity to succeed. These lessons are ordinarily split between two 

lessons based around the class novel and two lessons focused on a wider aspect of our 

curriculum.  

  

The class novel lessons ordinarily happen on Tuesday and Friday. They allow us to dive deeper 

into our current novel, discussing over-arching themes and providing rich discussions on plot, 

character and meanings. All classes in Key Stage 2 are read to daily for fifteen minutes – this 

time is protected and is ensured that it is not missed. Each class has invested in class sets of 

books so all children are looking at their own copies of the text during this time. Our lessons 

involve the opportunity for children to talk about questions collaboratively (Table Talk) and 

questions that they answer independently (Individual Thinking). At the end of these sessions, 

the children are given a balanced argument style question; providing the children with an 

opportunity to share their opinions on what they have read. These are called our ABC 

Questions and these promote rich discussions. ABC (from Jonathan Sandling) stands for 

agree, build or challenge and the children use them as prompts to structure their answers. 

  

The other sessions are based around our curriculum. These could link to Geography, Science, 

History and many other subjects. For example, in Year 6 the children learn about how light 

can create rainbows in Science. By reading and learning the important knowledge surrounding 

this in the reading session, this will free up time in the afternoon to consolidate this 

knowledge and apply it in a practical format. These lessons can also be times where we 

celebrate relevant and important events around the world (Black History Month, Science 

Week) so we can celebrate and share what we have learnt in our Friday assembly.  

 

Key Terms 

 

Fluency  Being able to read with understanding, 

prosody and enjoyment at speed 

Table Talk Children engaged in purposeful conversation 

on their tables to explore their thinking and 

deepen understanding of texts  

Individual Thinking  Children working on their own to create an 

answer independently based on what they 

have read 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Types of Reading  

 

At Mylor Bridge School, our reading lessons include different types of reading: 

 

Choral Reading Pairs, groups or the whole class read aloud at the same time. This 

approach should be used more sparingly than the other 

Repeated Reading The process of reading something multiple times until it can be read 

error free 

Echo Reading Teacher reads exactly how text should sound and asks a child to ‘echo 

it’ giving constructive feedback as appropriate 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Readers Theatre 

 

What does this look like? 

 

Once a week, Key Stage 2 classes have a readers theatre session. This is for the 

development of fluency and prosody. The text will be used for one of the Whole Class 

Reading lessons later in the week (a combination of extracts from our current class novel and 

non-fiction, curriculum enhancing texts).  

 

We use the structure provided below for these sessions: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Reading Spines 

 

How did we choose these books? 

 

Our reading spines are constantly evolving year on year. We have chosen the books in our 

reading spine as they will offer our children a diet of high-quality and diverse texts. As our 

children move through the school, they will be exposed to real-world issues and themes 

through these texts and have the opportunity to explore and discuss these further in our 

Whole Class Reading lessons.  

 

As they get further up the school, they will be able to make links between texts. For 

example, having read The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q Rauf in Year 3, the 

children will be able to expand on this knowledge when they read Boy, Everywhere by A. M. 

Dassu in Year 6. These links have been carefully made and will allow us to learn collaboratively 

at various points during the year. 

 

Safeguarding Within Our Reading Curriculum 

 

Safeguarding is planned with our reading curriculum in the opportunities we offer children. 

Books selected as part of our reading spine offer opportunities for discussions about pivotal 

issues and these are unpicked in our reading lessons. For example, our ABC questions in Key 

Stage 2 Whole Class Reading lessons involve a PSHE-style balanced argument style question 

that prompts important discussions. Using our judiciously selected Picture Book Curriculum in 

conjunction with the Jigsaw PSHE scheme, the children use reading and books to further 

learn about and discuss ways of staying safe and the importance of looking after themselves. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

EYFS and Key Stage 1 Core Reading Spine 

 

These books are our core texts and we ensure that these are read. These are supplemented 

by further texts (picture books, non-fiction) that rotate and change throughout the year.  

 

 

 
 

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 1  

(Year A) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

In draft  In draft  

Class 1  

(Year B) 

      

Class 2  

 

 

    



 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Core Reading Spine 

 



 

 

 

 

Reading Spine Rationale 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Poetry Spine 

In all classes, we share a ‘Poem of the Day’ before lunch. Our poetry texts have been 

selected to include a range of diverse poets and encourage the children to enjoy, discuss and 

hear high-quality poetry. These texts are also used in Key Stage 2 for our Whole Class 

Reading lessons. 

Class Autumn  Spring Summer 

1 

   
2 

   
3 

   
4 

   
5 

   
6 

   



 

 

 

 

Picture Book Curriculum  

 

At Mylor Bridge School, we use picture books to support many different areas of our 

curriculum. To find out more, have a look at our Picture Book Curriculum document on the 

school website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

SEN Provision at Mylor Bridge School 

 

How do you support those with SEN in reading? 

 

• Books designed for children with dyslexia and books with larger font sizes for children 

with nystagmus have been purchased to allow them to follow along with class texts easier  

 

• Precision teaching is used for children who need further support with their learning 

(reading and spelling high-frequency words, common exception words) 

 

• Children are taught in whole class setting in Key Stage 2 with regular support from adults 

in the room 

 

• By reading complete novels, children can develop a deeper understanding of character, 

themes and plot to help when it comes to discussion and answers 

 

• With two of our lessons begin based around the curriculum, the reading lesson will aid 

understanding in some of our afternoon lessons 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Accelerated Reader and Assessment  

 

 
Starting in Year 2, our children use Accelerated Reader to ‘quiz’ the books they have read. 

This way, children can track their progress against termly targets and assess their 

understanding of what they have read. Books are banded at different levels so children can 

select books that are appropriate for them. Children work toward certificates and 

achievements that we celebrate in our weekly Friday Celebration Assembly. 

 

As teachers, we use STAR Tests once per half term as part of our assessment. This is to 

supplement a termly standardised reading paper from Testbase. In Year 6, we use a termly 

past SATs paper as our assessment tool as well as a half-termly STAR test. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Reading for Pleasure at Mylor Bridge School 

 

At Mylor Bridge School, staff and children are passionate about reading. Staff share their 

favourite children’s books with the children and are able to recommend books to their class. 

In EYFS and Key Stage 1, class teachers and support staff regularly update the books in 

circulation for the children to enjoy. In Key Stage 2, the class teacher reads the class novel 

to the class every for at least 15 minutes. The school and class libraries are regularly 

restocked with high-quality, diverse texts. The following pages share some of the initiatives 

we have for Reading for Pleasure at our school. 

 

          
 

                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Book Club 

 

Each class has a twenty-minute book club session per week. Some of the activities we use 

during this time are detailed below: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Reading Challenge 

 

In each Key Stage 2 class, a reading challenge is displayed sharing a range (between 12 and 

20) of high-quality, diverse books that the children should try and read before the end of 

that year. Within this selection, we ensure there is a range of books the whole class reads, 

the poetry collections from Poem of the Day, dyslexia friendly texts and picture books so 

everybody can achieve. By the end of the year, based on the quizzes completed by reading 

our spine for each year, every child can become a ‘Word Millionaire’ on Accelerated Reader. 

 

     
 

 



 

 

 

 

Author Visits  

 

Due to being in Cornwall, arranging author visits can sometimes be a challenge. However, we 

have ensured we are making use of Zoom to meet others. Over the last few years, we have 

had one-on-one Zooms with Maz Evans (Who Let the Gods Out?), Lindsay Galvin (Darwin’s 

Dragons), Phil Earle (When the Sky Falls) and Hannah Gold (The Last Bear). In 2023, we were 

lucky enough to meet Maz Evans in person as part of her promotional tour for ‘Oh Maya Gods!’ 

and in 2024 we welcomed Onjali Q Rauf to Mylor Bridge School. 

 
 

Author Interactions 

 

Using social media, our children are able to connect with authors from their favourite books. 

This could be a book review, an answer from a Whole Class Reading lesson or a question based 

around a book they have read for their own enjoyment.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Tom Palmer 

 

In November 2024, we welcomed Tom Palmer into school for an author visit. We have 

subsequently worked with him on the drafting and editing process of his World War 2 trilogy 

set in Cornwall ‘Allies’. This has become a very special and privileged part of being in Year 6 

and we regularly have Tom drop in and visit us to discuss the most recent updates of his 

writing.  
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Class Sets of Books 

 

At Mylor Bridge School, we prioritise ensuring every child has a copy of the book we are 

reading in their hands. This makes the experience of reading a more enjoyable and engaging 

one where children can fully immerse themselves in a book. The teacher reads the class  

novel (from the reading spine above) for 15 minutes a day each day of the week. This is of 

paramount importance and is a highlight of the school day. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      



 

 

 

 

Reading for Pleasure Around the School 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

Library 

 

We are lucky to have a library that is fully stocked with current and diverse books 

for all readers. They are organised using the Accelerated Reader banding system. We 

make sure we have a range of genres including non-fiction, poetry and a vast supply of 

graphic novels for our readers to enjoy.  

 

 


